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Heroes among us ...
While Northern Virginia is often
recognized as a hotbed for movers
and shakers, certain NoVinians
really shoot for the stars, not on

their own behalfs but to better H“_m
the lives of their neighbors. From MATT BASHEDA.
a 7-year-old racing to eradicate LORIN DRINKARD,

d : NATALIE KAAR,
cancer to a retl-red couple hel.pmg et
underserved high school seniors LYNN NORUSIS

continue their education without

drowning in debt, here are a few | Photography by |

fine examples. JONATHAN TIMMES
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resident of Alcalde & Fay, a
P government relations and

public affairs firm, McLean
resident Kevin Fay has devoted 19
years of volunteer work to The Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society’s (LLS)
National Capital Area Chapter. “Back
in 1993 a friend asked if I wanted
to get involved ... So I agreed,” Fay
recollects nonchalantly. Though
Fay’s family is not directly affected
by cancer, Fay’s efforts as chairman
of Washington D.C.’s Annual Leuke-
mia Ball have raised more than $3.5
million. In 2001 he founded the Con-
gressional Honors Program with the
goal of advancing blood cancer ad-
vocacy on Capitol Hill by educating

members of Congress about issues,
success rates, challenges and re-
search advancements to emphasize
the need for research funding,.

LLS is just one of the many orga-
nizations to which Fay contributes
his time. Fay has been a member of
the Fairfax County Park Authority,
representing the Dranesville District
since 2003. He has also served as a
liaison to the Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools, assisting in providing
schools with new athletic fields, fully
accessible playgrounds for children
of all abilities and improved county
trails. Raised in Northern Virginia,
as a child Fay participated in some of
the organizations he rejoined as an
adult. “My first memory of moving
to McLean was the Little League Pa-
rade in April 1965,” Fay reminisces.

When asked how he finds time
for all his projects Fay doesn't hesi-
tate to share credit. He says, “I have
been blessed with a very supportive
family," going on to elaborate, “I owe
much credit to my organized wife.”
—HILARY ADLEBERG
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